Conditional Use Permit
(Commercial Use in Conjunction with an Onsite Farm Use)

A Commercial Use in Conjunction with an On-Premise Farm may be allowed as a condition use in
the Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) zone, subject to the requirement of 3.05 of the County Zoning
Ordinance, listed below.
For a complete application, a written narrative with supporting documentation should be provided
explaining how your proposal complies with all of the following applicable criteria:

Commercial Use in Conjunction with an On-Premise Farm:
1. The use will not force a significant change in accepted farm or forest practices on
surrounding lands devoted to farm or forest use; and
2. The use will not significantly increase the cost of accepted farm or forest practices on
surrounding lands devoted to farm or forest use.
3. The proposed use will be compatible with vicinity uses, and satisfies all relevant
requirements of this Ordinance and the following general criteria:
A.

The use is consistent with those goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan which
apply to the proposed use;

B.

The parcel is suitable for the proposed use considering its size, shape, location,
topography, existence of improvements and natural features;

C.

The proposed use will not alter the character of the surrounding area in a manner which
substantially limits, impairs or prevents the use of surrounding properties for the
permitted uses listed in the underlying zoning district;

D.

The proposed use is appropriate, considering the adequacy of public facilities and
services existing or planned for the area affected by the use (e.g., water, sewer and
access); and

E.

The use is or can be made compatible with existing uses and other allowable uses in the
area and does not negatively affect the health or safety of surrounding uses or residents.

Applicable Court Cases:
In addition to the above criteria, it must be demonstrated that the proposed commercial use in
conjunction with an on-premise farm is also “either exclusively or primarily a customer or suppler
of farm uses” and it “either enhances the farming enterprises in the local agricultural community or
occurs together with agricultural activities in the local community.”

