
      Conditional Use Permit (Temporary Hardship Dwelling) 
(Exclusive Farm Use Zone) 

A Temporary Hardship Dwelling in conjunction with an existing residence may be established for a 
relative in the Exclusive Farm Use zone, subject to applicable standards from Section 3.04(E) and 
3.05 of the Hood River County Zoning Ordinance. 

For a complete application, a written narrative with supporting documentation should be provided 
explaining how your proposal complies with all of the following applicable criteria:   

Temporary Hardship Dwelling: 

1. One manufactured dwelling, recreational vehicle, or the temporary residential use of an
existing building may be allowed in conjunction with an existing dwelling as a temporary use
for the term of the hardship suffered by the existing resident or relative, subject to the
following:

a. The temporary hardship dwelling shall use the same subsurface sewage disposal system
used by the existing dwelling, if that disposal system is adequate to accommodate the
additional dwelling. If the temporary hardship dwelling will use a public sanitary sewer
system, such condition will not be required;

b. The county shall review the permit authorizing the use every two-years;

c. Within three months of the end of the hardship, the temporary hardship dwelling shall be
removed or demolished or, in the case of an existing building, the building shall be
removed, demolished or returned to an allowed non-residential use; and

d. The applicant shall submit written confirmation from a medical doctor that care is
necessary for an aged or infirm person.

2. Temporary hardship dwellings for a dependent relative are subject to the following additional
standards:

a. Justification that the relative with the hardship is not employed full-time off the site and
is dependent upon medical care by either a relative; or a person medically certified to
care for such a person on a full-time basis.

b. The relative with the hardship, relative providing care, or medically certified person shall
be the primary full-time resident.

3. A temporary residence approved under this section is not eligible for replacement.
Department of Environmental Quality review and removal requirements also apply.
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4. As used in this section “hardship” means a medical hardship or hardship for the care of an
aged or infirm person or persons.

5. A property line adjustment of a lot or parcel in a manner that separates a temporary hardship
dwelling or home occupation from the parcel on which the primary residential use exists may
not be approved.

Section 3.05 Conditional Use Review Criteria 

1. The use will not force a significant change in accepted farm or forest practices on
surrounding lands devoted to farm or forest use; and

2. The use will not significantly increase the cost of accepted farm or forest practices on
surrounding lands devoted to farm or forest use.

3. The proposed use will be compatible with vicinity uses, and satisfies all relevant
requirements of this Ordinance and the following general criteria:

A. The use is consistent with those goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan which
apply to the proposed use; 

B. The parcel is suitable for the proposed use considering its size, shape, location, 
topography, existence of improvements and natural features; 

C. The proposed use will not alter the character of the surrounding area in a manner which 
substantially limits, impairs or prevents the use of surrounding properties for the 
permitted uses listed in the underlying zoning district; 

D. The proposed use is appropriate, considering the adequacy of public facilities and 
services existing or planned for the area affected by the use (e.g., water, sewer and 
access); and 

E. The use is or can be made compatible with existing uses and other allowable uses in the 
area and does not negatively affect the health or safety of surrounding uses or residents. 










	1. One manufactured dwelling, recreational vehicle, or the temporary residential use of an existing building may be allowed in conjunction with an existing dwelling as a temporary use for the term of the hardship suffered by the existing resident or r...
	a. The temporary hardship dwelling shall use the same subsurface sewage disposal system used by the existing dwelling, if that disposal system is adequate to accommodate the additional dwelling. If the temporary hardship dwelling will use a public san...
	b. The county shall review the permit authorizing the use every two-years;
	c. Within three months of the end of the hardship, the temporary hardship dwelling shall be removed or demolished or, in the case of an existing building, the building shall be removed, demolished or returned to an allowed non-residential use; and
	d. The applicant shall submit written confirmation from a medical doctor that care is necessary for an aged or infirm person.
	2. Temporary hardship dwellings for a Udependent relativeU are subject to the following additional standards:
	a. Justification that the relative with the hardship is not employed full-time off the site and is dependent upon medical care by either a relative; or a person medically certified to care for such a person on a full-time basis.
	b. The relative with the hardship, relative providing care, or medically certified person shall be the primary full-time resident.
	3. A temporary residence approved under this section is not eligible for replacement. Department of Environmental Quality review and removal requirements also apply.
	4. As used in this section “hardship” means a medical hardship or hardship for the care of an aged or infirm person or persons.
	5. A property line adjustment of a lot or parcel in a manner that separates a temporary hardship dwelling or home occupation from the parcel on which the primary residential use exists may not be approved.
	USection 3.05 Conditional Use Review Criteria
	A. The use is consistent with those goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan which apply to the proposed use;
	B. The parcel is suitable for the proposed use considering its size, shape, location, topography, existence of improvements and natural features;
	C. The proposed use will not alter the character of the surrounding area in a manner which substantially limits, impairs or prevents the use of surrounding properties for the permitted uses listed in the underlying zoning district;
	D. The proposed use is appropriate, considering the adequacy of public facilities and services existing or planned for the area affected by the use (e.g., water, sewer and access); and
	E. The use is or can be made compatible with existing uses and other allowable uses in the area and does not negatively affect the health or safety of surrounding uses or residents.


