GOAL 4- FOREST LANDS

A.

Introduction

Timber producing forest land is an important economic, natural and scenic resource.
Timber products contribute a substantial sum to the economy of Hood River County.
Lumber mills and one hardboard plant provide exwpient for 500 people. Over 20
million dollars is introduced annually into the economy from the forest products
industry. Yet, without the land resource, this raw material would not be available for
the processors, and its contribution to the economyearmoyment picture would be
lost.

Forest land provides a significant role in the natural environment. Watershed protection,
wildlife habitat, and soil retention are important functions of forest land. In addition,
forested areas are significant scemisources. Of particular note are areas along the
Columbia River and in the Hood River Gorge.

An analysis has been made of the potential of lands in the County for timber
production {See Forest Suitability Maps 1, 2, 3 and 4). The forested portite of t
City/Westside area is found along the western edge, in the northeastern corner and
along the Hood River. Forest lands in the Central Valley area are noted in the eastern
and western portions and within the middle mountain area. Also, the majority of

mills that process timber are located in this area. Very little timber is harvested

within the Columbia Gorge area.

Forest Land Values

Forest land plays valuable roles even beyond its function of providing timber- Well
managed forest land protectdanhances air and watersheds, and fish and wildlife
habitats. It also maintains soil stability, recreation opportunities, and maintains the
aesthetic background so important to the high quality of life we enjoy in Hood River
County. There is diversitydbh in the commercial timber species present within the
County and in the timber harvesting methods utilized. Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock
and True Firs (Grand Fir, Pacific Silver Fir, Noble Fir) are the main species in the west
portion of the Central V&dy area. These species are harvested primarily by clear cutting
or the use of shelter woods. Ponderosa Pine is an important commercial tree species in
the eastern portion of the Central Valley area. Because of climatic differences, the west
portion ofthe area in general produces more timber per acre than does the east portion of
the area. The Forest Suitability Maps identify the forest growing capability of the various
soils outside the Mt. Hood National Forest. The maps are based upon cubiefoot sit
class information.

1 U.S. Forest Service Manual, "Field Instructioms Fhtegrated Forest Survey and Timber Management
Inventories: Oregon, Washington and California", 1974; and "Techniques For Mapping Forest Land By Site
Productivity Using Soil Survey Information”, Oregon State Forestry Department, 1978.
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Forest Land Problems

The Hood River Soil and Water Conservation District has identified (1) roadside erosion
and (2) trespass as problems on woodlands. Logging roads and access roads are major
sources of sediment in runoffe@ment causes damage to irrigation facilities, fish

spawning gravels and causes other problems. To minimize damage, roads should be
located back from waterways, should be stabilized by proper sloping and vegetation, and
should be winterized (have waterygaditching and grading). The Hood River Soil and
Water Conservation District recommends that the number of access roads be limited by
having owners of small acreages share the driveways into their respective properties. The
Hood River Soil and Water @gervation District identifies the problem of trespass on
woodlands as having the following elements: (a) Use efazaltl vehicles on wet land

and steep slopes (this practice damages vegetation and accelerates erosion); (b) Dumping
of refuse in easily aessible areas; (c) Wood cutting in unauthorized areas. This latter
problem is partly due to the fact that people who obtainissling U.S. Forest Service

wood permits do not always make the effort to make certain they are cutting on the
designated Foet Service land ardathey sometimes end up cutting on private and

county lands. (Source: Soil Conservation Service, Hood River Office, verbal
communication, 1978.)

The development of private access roads and homesites has never been addressed in the
County Policy Document under Goals 4 and 5. Furthermore, the Forest Zone has been
updated to include access provisions, siting requirements, etc. The Oregon State
Department of Forestry has recently (January, 1978) edited a publication énteled
SafetyConsideration for Developments in Forested AreHsis publication identifies a
number of concerns: (a) Fire protection agencies in wildland areas in general are not
responsible for structure fires; they are poorly equipped to deal with structure fires;
response times are often 1/2 hour or more; (b) Wildland fire protection is available only
during the summer fire season. Rural fire protection districts may not have the resources
to purchase the highest quality equipment, be manned by volunteerspwiaid pr

minimal fire protection in outlying areas. Rural fire protection districts do have the
advantage over the former in that they are functioning the year around; (c) For fire
protection, access roads need to be designed with fire equipment access and f
evacuation needs in mind; easy fire truck access to sources of water must be provided,;
and (d) Perimeter fire breaks and other considerations to prevent the spread of fire need
to be provided in developments in forested areas.

The Forest Zone has beamended to require various siting and fire suppression
standards in order to minimize fire danger in forest lands. The County is currently
working with the Soil Conservation Service in developing a Sedimentation Control
Ordinance.

Forest Land Manaaeent
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In order to maintain the forestry portion of the economy in the County, it is necessary to
maintain the forest land base in parcel sizes large enough to be managed for intensive
timber production. This is especially important for small privatestdesmdholdings.

For additional information regarding commercial timber acreages see the report entitled
AForest Land: 40 Acre Justificationo. Fo
there will be a 22 percent decline in timber supplies byytar 2000. This translates to a
loss of 53,625 industry jobs and 107,250 other jobs. (Written communication from Unit
Forester's Office, Oregon Department of Forestry, The Dalles, January 28, 1978.)
National forest lands, the largest single produceinaber in the State, by law must

provide an eveiflow sustained yield level of timber production from decade to decade.
County forest lands (encompassing approximately 30,000 acres) also operate on a
sustained yield basis. Champion International, trgekrindustrial timberland holder in

the County, owns approximately 30,000 acres. Private industrial lands in western Oregon
are predicted to again be able to produce timber at current levels by the year 2050. As of
1970, small forest landowners harvest percent of the timber harvest in western

Oregon, yet own 14 percent of the commercial forest lands. The importance of the
actions of the small private forest landholders can thus be seen: if they intensively
manage their timber lands, they can legbernseverity of the economic impacts that will
occur in the timber industry in the time interval between now and the year 2050, when

the large industrial timber landholdings that have been overcut in the past will have had
time to recover their productiyi. At present, only 20 percent of the small private forest
landholders are managing their lands for timber production. These landholders as a
group can increase their present cutting levels 2% times without jeopardizing a sustained
yield level of timbemproduction (Oregon State Forestry Department, Unit Forester,
personal communication, May 23, 1978).

A current controversy exists over the use of chemical spraying on forest lands. The use
of sprays shortens the time interval between tree harvestiehging the seedlings from
competition with brush. On the other hand, there is a danger of toxic sprays getting into
water courses or drifting onto neighboring properties. Manual brush controls are
alternatives but are sometimes expensive.

A brief look at trends in the forest industry may be helpful. In the 1960's, it was
anticipated that we would be going increasingly toward fiber production; the breakdown
and reconstitution of forest products into such items as hardboard. But recent energy
concernshave changed this. Now the trend is for relatively less eriatggsive forest
products, for example plywood and more efficient utilization of lumber. There are
economic incentives to manage small holdings for timber production: the State offers tax
incentives for timber management and the fact that the stumpage value is going up at a
rate of 3 percent a year over and above the inflation rate should help encourage small
woodlot owners to intensively manage their timber holdings.

Reflecting a trend ithe Pacific Northwest, more land in Hood River County is being

planted in Christmas trees. Concerns of the Christmas tree growers in the Central Valley
area include: (@) the right to market Christmas trees where they grow; (b) prevention of
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encroachmerty residences or adjacent properties; and (c) prevention of restrictions on
Christmas tree spraying (Mi@olumbia Small Woods Owners, verbal communication,
May, 1978).

Forest Land Inventory

1.

Map 4 shows additional forest lands inventoried per @BC directives. A
| arger detailed map, scale 21 "=1 mile
available for review in the Hood River County Planning Department.

This inventory along with previous inventories submitted to the LCDC for the
Columbia Rive Gorge, Central Valley, and City/Westside areas constitutes an
inventory of forest lands on private lands in Hood River County. Due to time
constraints, a consolidated map is not now presented, however a finalized map
will be a major work task during pbacknowledgment. (See Maps 1, 2 and 3)

Additional Forest Lands were inventoried using the following sources: (a) Soll
Survey of Hood River County; prepared by the U.S.D.A., Soil Conservation
Service, in cooperation with the Oregon Agricultural Expent Station, January,
1981; (b) U.S.F.S. Soil Resource Inventory; (c) County Department of Records
and Assessments, 1982; (d) Techniques for Mapping Forest Land by Site
Productivity Using Soil Survey Information, Oregon State Forestry Department,
1978; €) Forest Survey Field Instruction for Northwest Oregon, 1978; and (f)
factors listed in Goal 4.

The majority of additional forest lands identified are located primarily above the
Valley bottomlands and exist upon the upper terraces and slopes authera

portion of the County and in mountainous areas to the west. The isolated areas to
the west within the Mt. Hood National Forest boundaries, are surrounded by
federal lands that are currently designated as being used for forest purposes and
are curently zoned Forest. Areas south are dominated by Forest and agriculture
uses. Overall, the majority of the additional inventoried lands are designated and
zoned primarily Forest and secondarily Exclusive Farm Use. Exceptions were
taken for other areasd are currently being reviewed to see if they comply with

the exceptions process.

SCS information was available for the areas to the south where the majority of
lands have site class ratings 3 and 4. SCS soil data was unavailable to determine
cubic foot site class ratings for private lands to the extreme west. As an
alternative the U.S.F.S. Soil Resource Inventory (SRI) was used to determine
cubic foot site class ratings. These lands consist primarily of site class ratings 3
5. Generally cubic fodtite class ratings for the entire County vary from ®ith

the dominant ratings being 3, 4, and 5. There are approximately 87,951+ acres of
land within the County with site class ratings betweéh 3
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6. Total forest land throughout the County was ams@ntoried using an overlay
map entitled AMajor Timber ownerships,
available for review in the Hood River County Planning Department. The map
shows primarily Hood River County, SDS, Hanel, and Champion International.
Othea holdings exist such as Publisher Paper, Longview Fibre, Craik Lumber,
Allied Timber, etc., however they were not shown on the map. The above private
lands total approximately 33,350+ acres or 52 square miles.

Hood River County has approximately 30,6@@res or 47+ square miles utilized
for forest land. The combined acreage of private and County forest lands is
approximately 63,350% acres or 99+ square miles.

The 52 square miles of private holdings represents approximately 38 percent of
the County's pvate land base (i.e., 138 square miles).

7. Information from the Records and Assessments Department states that
approximately 46,309 acres or 72 square miles of private lands within the
County are receiving forest tax deferral

8. To assist in furtheidentifying forest lands, the following definition, which is
consistent with Goal 4 is added to the County Policy Document. Forest lands are:
(a) lands composed of existing and potential forest lands which are suitable for
commercial forest uses; (b) otHerested lands needed for watershed protection,
wildlife and fisheries habitat and recreation; (c) lands where extreme conditions
of climate, soil and topography require the maintenance of vegetative cover,
irrespective of use; (d) other forest landsitban and agricultural areas which
provide urban buffers, wind breaks, wildlife and fisheries habitat, livestock
habitat, scenic corridors and recreational use.

9. Overall, the majority of the County's land base has been planned and zoned either
Forest olExclusive Farm Use. For example, approximately 70+ square miles or
51 percent of the County's private land base (i.e., 138+ square miles) is zoned
Forest, while 45 square miles or 33 percent is zoned Exclusive Farm Use.
Consequently, 84 percent of theuy's private land base is zoned for resource
purposes. Finally, approximately 87 percent of the County's entire land base (i.e.,
529 square miles) is zoned Forest.

10.  For additional comments regarding the County's Forest land base, see 40 Acre
Justification Background Report.

Columbia Gorge Area

Within the Columbia Gorge area, very little timber is harvested. This is not because of an
absence of standing timber or good timgeswing sites. As a matter of fact, the forest
suitability of the sds within the Mt. Hood National Forest portion of the Gorge area, is
about equal to the overall Mt. Hood National Forest average (source: U.S. Department of
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Agriculture, Forest Servic&agle Creek Planning Unit Final Environmental Statement
1975). (SedMap #2.) This average is a relatively high one for Douglas Fir. The reason
little timber is harvested is the public concern for the scenic grandeur of the Gorge and

the extreme steepness of the slopes. Logging on steep slopes often causes excessive soll
erosion and degradation of water quality.

Because the Gorge is in close proximity to the Portland Metropolitan area, and is next to
a major highway, it is very accessible to many people who come seeking the recreation
opportunities the Gorge offers. Treeare many hiking trails, and several picnic facilities.
The number of people who used trails on the Oregon side of the Columbia Gorge in 1971
was estimated to be 53,800 (Source: U.S.CEAgle Creek Planning Unit Final
Environmental Statement975, pge 3). The Mt. Hood National Forest, recognizing the
scenic qualities of the. Gorge, has a land use plan that includes two designations: A
Wilderness Study Area (Rare Il roadless area #6090) in the higher elevation portion of
the Gorge, and a Special énést ZoneScenic designation in the lower elevations. In the
Wilderness Study designation, no timber cutting is permitted. In the Special Interest
Zone Scenic designation, timber cutting is limited to developing new viewpoints,
developing campgrounds éihelispots, and in some cases timber salvage after forest
fires or insect damage.

There is a small amount of commercial timber cutting on private lands within the area.
Private lands account for a very small proportion of the total acreage. Timbersspeci
harvested include Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock and Western Red Cedar. Selective
cutting is permitted and limited clear cutting is allowed where windfall, insect damage,
etc. occur.

A serious concern in forested areas is forest fires. Forest firetazaifrom lightning,
campfires, and fires that begin in residential areas. The Forest Service and State Forestry
Department provide fire protection for the timber in the area, but they are not equipped to
fight structure fires. There is no rural fireopection district within the Columbia Gorge

area.

Acreage Justificatian

A separate detailed report has been prepar
This report justifies a forest lot adequate to conserve forest land for foreshaheting
nonrcommercial forest uses such as wildlife habitats.

Conclusions and Observations: Findings

1. Forest lands are important for the economy of Hood River County. The-forest
related sector of the Hood River County economy is second onlg to th
agriculturer el at ed sector . The fAmultiplier ef
the forest industry also benefit other sectors of the overall County economy.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Maintenance of the foresélated sector of the economy will require intensive,
sustairdyield management of the forest land base. Improved management of all
forest landholdings, particularly small private forest landholdings, will be
especially important during the next few decades.

If recreational homesite development is allowede caust be taken in siting so
that there are no conflicts with other forest uses, and that fire protection for the
housing and forest land is adequate.

In general, residential, commercial, and industrial uses are not compatible with
intensive timber maagement.

Watershed protection, wildlife and fisheries habitats are compatible with forest
management provided that necessary precautions are taken.

Off-road vehicle erosion, roadside erosion, and trespass are all problems on forest
lands.

Someconsider chemical spray drift to be a problem on forest lands.

Forest lands are important for commercial timber production, air and watershed
protection, fish and wildlife habitat, soil stability, and outdoor recreation. In the
Columbia Gorge area, sonercial timber production is very limited. Outdoor
recreation is dominant.

Soils in the Columbia Gorge area are generally good for timber production, but
they are for the most part on steep slopes.

There is no rural fire protection districttime Columbia Gorge area. The U.S.
Forest Service and State Forestry Department are equipped to fight forest fires,
but not structural fires.

The best timber land in the City/Westside area has a rating ¢frétm the Cubic

Foot Site Class Index)asa di ng t o U. S. Forest Service
Instructions for Integrated Forest Survey and Timber Management Inventories:
Oregon, Washington, and California, 197

Because of climatic differences, the west side of Hood River Valley produces
more timker than land on the east side of the Valley.

Ravines with deep soils have the highest ratings for timber production.

Most of the timber in the City/Westside area is Douglas Fir, with lesser amounts
of Grand Fir and Ponderosa Pine.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

The most ommon timber harvesting practice is thinning and clear cutting,

although in higher elevations and on south facing slopes shelter wood and group
selection harvest methods are used. These latter systems allow a greater survival
rate.

Improper harvestig practices can reduce future timber yields as well as reduce

such multiple uses of the land as watershed protection, wildlife habitat, soil

retention, and aesthetic value.

See additional comments in Subsd4@ti on E
See Background Report entitled fAForest

presents 17 conclusions justifying 40 acres as the minimum lot size to conserve
forest land for forest uses.
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